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FINE ARTS 

 
Academic Content Standards for this subject area at: 

http://www.doe.in.gov/standards/welcome2.html  

 

Curriculum Resource Framework for this subject area at: 
http://www.indianastandardsresources.org   

 

Teacher Requirements for this subject area at: 
http://doe.in.gov/dps/licensing/assignmentcode  

 

 
Introduction 

 

In order to provide a quality education for every child in Indiana, it is important to provide for all 

aspects of human growth. The artistic, expressive, and cultural aspects of each child’s 
intellectual, emotional, physical, and social development are vital components of this growth. 

Research involving the impact of arts education upon mental functions supports the convictions 

of many educators, parents, and business leaders that the fine arts are essential due to their 
ability to provide students with the means to think, feel, and understand the world around them 

in unique ways. Literacy in the arts strengthens a person’s participation in society by enhancing 

problem solving and communication skills as well as fostering self-expression, aesthetic 
awareness, and multiple points of view. For these reasons, a curriculum in each of the fine arts 

should be available to all students so that they may become self-directed toward lifelong 

learning in the arts.  

 
The purpose of each fine arts curriculum is to promote lifelong participation in the arts by 

developing skilled creators, performers, critics, listeners, and observers of the arts. Students 

can use the arts as a means of:  (1) self-expression and communication, (2) development of 
critical thinking skills, (3) self-knowledge and understanding of the world around them, and, (4) 

increasing awareness of the artistic heritage of other cultures, as well as their own. 

 

Students who are proficient in the fine arts grow in their ability to think and learn independently. 
Their view of the world expands as creative avenues to expression and understanding are 

developed. Ultimately, the entire community benefits through the creativity, vision, and empathy 

fostered in the fine arts. 
 

In order for this to happen, students must be immersed in opportunities to learn about the arts, 

perform and create in one or more of the art forms, and learn to analyze and critique the arts. 
The goals for students in grades kindergarten through grade twelve (k-12) are to enable each 

student to do the following: 

 

• develop one’s artistic skills; 
• become confident in one’s abilities in the arts; 

• become a creative problem solver; 

• appreciate the value of the arts; 
• communicate through the arts; 

• communicate about the arts; 

• exhibit knowledge of the historical and cultural diversity of the arts; and 
• exhibit knowledge of criticism and aesthetics in the arts. 
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Kindergarten through Grade 8 Course Titles and Descriptions 
 

 

VISUAL ART 

(Grades Kindergarten - 3) 
Subject/Course 0410   Levels K-3         (ART K-3) 

 

Visual Art for Kindergarten through Grade 3 is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 
Visual Art. Students first encounter visual art at the kindergarten level as an integral part of a 

variety of creative and developmentally appropriate experiences in music, dramatics, 

movement, arts, and crafts. As they progress through grades one through three, students 
receive sequential learning experiences in the early childhood art education program that 

encompass art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and production.  

Through self-reflection, which includes dialogue, reading, and writing, students analyze each 

component of their arts education as well as their own personal growth. Throughout the 
program, students engage in various forms of communication, utilizing a rich art vocabulary and 

a variety of technological resources. As part of this process, students make connections 

between art and other disciplines, and they explore the various roles the arts play in their 
communities.  

 

 
VISUAL ART 

(Grades 4 - 6) 

Subject/Course 0410   Levels 4-6          (ART 4-6) 

 
Visual Art in Grades 4 through 6 is based on the Indiana Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

the elementary art education program build on the sequential learning experiences of the early 

childhood program that encompass art history, criticism, aesthetics, and production. Through 
self-reflection, which includes dialogue, reading, and writing, students analyze each component 

of their arts education as well as their own personal growth. Throughout the program, students 

engage in various forms of communication, utilizing a rich vocabulary and a variety of 

technological resources. Students make connections between art and other disciplines. They 
also utilize art community resources, explore career opportunities in art, and identify 

opportunities for involvement in the arts community.  

 
 

MIDDLE LEVEL VISUAL ART  

(Grades 7 and 8 or Grades 6, 7, and 8) 
Subject/Course 0410   Levels 6-8         (ART ML) 

 

Middle Level Visual Art is based on the Indiana Standards for Visual Art. Students in the middle 

level program build on the sequential learning experiences of the elementary program that 
encompass art history, criticism, aesthetics, and production. Through self-reflection, including 

dialogue, reading, and writing students analyze each component of their arts education as well 

as their own personal growth. Throughout the program, students engage in various forms of 
communication, utilizing a rich vocabulary and a variety of technological resources. Students 

continue to utilize their art knowledge and skills to make connections across the curriculum, 

study career options and identify skills required for each career, and use arts community 
resources, identifying ways to utilize and support the arts community.  
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CREATIVE DRAMATICS 
(Kindergarten-3) 

Subject/Course 0412   Levels K-3        (DRAMA K-3) 

  

Creative Dramatics for Kindergarten through Grade 3 is based on the Indiana Academic 
Standards for Theatre. Instruction in Creative Dramatics can be integrated across the 

curriculum, particularly within the language arts curriculum, to provide students with 

opportunities to express themselves and expand their imaginations through dramatic play and 
storytelling. Students become aware of the uses of movement, language, behavior patterns, and 

voice control to express emotion and characterization. They also learn to improvise dialogue 

and to formalize the improvisations by recording or writing them. Activities and experiences 
provide opportunities for students to interact with others in dramatic activities. Students 

experience historical and cultural aspects of theatre by viewing and discussing the work of 

performing artists and theatrical presentations, also identifying opportunities to experience live 

theatre in their own communities. 
 

 

CREATIVE DRAMATICS 
(Grades 4-6) 

Subject/Course 0412   Levels 4-6        (DRAMA 4-6) 

 
Creative Dramatics for Grades four through six is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 

Theatre. Instruction in Creative Dramatics can be integrated across the curriculum, particularly 

within the language arts curriculum, to provide students with opportunities to express 

themselves and expand their imaginations through dramatic play and storytelling. Students 
become aware of the uses of movement, language, behavior patterns, and voice control to 

express emotion and characterization. They also learn to improvise dialogue and to formalize 

the improvisations by recording or writing them. Activities and experiences provide opportunities 
for students to interact with others in dramatic activities. Students experience historical and 

cultural aspects of theatre by viewing and discussing the work of performing artists and 

theatrical presentations, also identifying opportunities to experience live theatre in their own 

communities. 
 

 

MIDDLE LEVEL CREATIVE DRAMATICS 
(Grades 7 and 8 or Grades 6, 7, and 8) 

Subject/Course 0412   Levels 6-8        (DRAMA ML) 

 
Middle Level Creative Dramatics is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. This 

course enables students to use movement, voice, and language effectively to create 

characterizations in a wide variety of historical and cultural contexts.  Improvisation enables 

them to demonstrate an understanding of the concepts of space, time, and mannerisms in 
character portrayals. Additionally, students write scripts based on personal experience, 

imagination, history, and literature. Students increase their awareness of vocational and 

avocational opportunities in the theatre arts and learn to develop criteria for the evaluation of 
recorded and live performances. 

 

 
 

DANCE 
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(Kindergarten-3) 

Subject/Course 0414   Levels K-3        (DANCE K-3) 
 

Dance for Kindergarten through Grade 3 is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 

Dance, and instruction can be integrated across the curriculum. Dance education in the early 

grades begins with awareness of bodily movement and its potential for creative and expressive 
activities. Students learn basic movement within musical contexts and begin to think of ways of 

creating and performing dance movements.  Students also begin thinking critically about dance 

by learning attentive audience behavior for their peers, as well as describing movement 
elements and expressive movement choices.  Dance and creative movement activities are used 

to enhance students’ physical and verbal communication skills. This course also introduces 

students to dance movements of their own and to various cultures through the use of folk 
dances. 

 

 

DANCE 
(Grades 4-6) 

Subject/Course 0414   Levels 4-6        (DANCE 4-6) 

 
Dance for Grades 4 through 6 is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Dance, and 

integrated instruction across the curriculum is strongly encouraged. Students in the upper 

elementary grades continue to develop their skills in dance movement and begin to acquire 
knowledge that enhances development of self-image and social interactions. Collaborative 

dance projects are increasingly emphasized as well as the physical and healthful aspects of this 

form of exercise.    

 
 

MIDDLE LEVEL DANCE 

(Grades 7 and 8 or Grades 6, 7, and 8) 
Subject/Course 0414   Levels 6-8        (DANCE ML) 

 

Middle Level Dance is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Dance, and integrated 

instruction across the curriculum is encouraged. Students at the middle school level create 
dances that display increased choreographic skill, using the principles of alignment, balance, 

dance steps, and rhythmic patterns. Their knowledge and skills in physical fitness, rhythmic 

activities, and muscular development are enhanced as they continue to refine their movement 
techniques. Students at this level also use dance as a means of creating and communicating 

ideas of personal significance to them. Critical thinking skills are fostered as they establish 

criteria for evaluating their dance performances, as well as the performances of others. They 
learn and perform folk, social, or theatrical dances from modern America as well as various 

cultures. 

 

 
EXPLORING MUSIC 

(Kindergarten-3) 

Subject/Course 0440   Levels K-3         (MUS K-3) 
 

Exploring Music in Kindergarten through Grade 3 is based on the Indiana Academic Standards 

for Music. Students are provided a balanced, comprehensive music curriculum that is 
developmentally appropriate in the psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Instruction is 

designed to enable students to perform and create music, respond to music, and integrate 
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music study into other subject areas. Activities and experiences in music are designed to 

develop students’ appreciation of music as an art form, to build the foundation for music literacy, 
and to understand music as it relates to history, culture, and the community.  

 

 

EXPLORING MUSIC 
(Grades 4-6) 

Subject/Course 0440   Levels 4-6          (MUS 4-6) 

 
Exploring Music in Grades 4 through 6 is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Music. 

Students are provided a balanced, comprehensive music curriculum that is developmentally 

appropriate in the psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Instruction is designed to 
enable students to perform and create music, respond to music, and integrate music study into 

other subject areas. Activities and experiences in music are designed to develop students’ 

appreciation of music as an art form, to build the foundation for music literacy, and to 

understand music as it relates to history, culture, and the community. 
 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
(Grades 4-6) 

Subject/Course 0442   Levels 4-6          (I MUS 4-6) 

 
Instrumental Music for Grades 4-6  is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Music and 

provides students with the opportunity to apply knowledge learned in the Kindergarten through 

Grade 6 Exploring Music curriculum by learning to play an instrument. The instrumental classes 

provide beginning instruction in any of the following areas: strings, woodwinds, brass, 
percussion, guitar, recorder, and keyboard instruments, including electronic instruments. 

Ensemble and solo activities are designed for students to develop elements of musicianship 

including tone production, technical skills, intonation, and music reading skills. Experiences 
include improvising and playing by ear. Students also participate in performance opportunities 

outside of the school day that support and extend the learning in the classroom. 

 

 
VOCAL MUSIC 

(Grades 4-6)  

Subject/Course 0444   Levels 4-6        (V MUS 4-6) 
 

Vocal Music in Grades 4 through 6 is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Music and 

provides students with the opportunity to apply knowledge learned in the Kindergarten through 
Grade 6 Exploring Music curriculum by participating in choral ensemble classes. Ensemble classes 

provide group and solo activities and are designed to develop students' musicianship including vocal 

production, intonation, and music reading skills. Activities and experiences include listening to, 

analyzing, and evaluating music, as well as performing a wide variety of vocal literature, of 
many styles, from selected historical periods and cultures. Experiences in improvisation and 

sight-singing are also included in this course of study. Students are given opportunities to 

participate in performances outside of the school day that support and extend learning in the 
classroom. 

 

 
MIDDLE LEVEL EXPLORING MUSIC 

(Grades 7 and 8 or Grades 6, 7, and 8) 
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Subject/Course 0440   Levels 6-8         (MUS ML) 

 
Middle Level Exploring Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Exploring Music. 

Students taking this course are provided with activities that build on Kindergarten through Grade 

6 musical knowledge and skills. Instruction is designed to enable students to perform and create 

music, respond to music, and integrate music study into other subject areas. Activities and 
experiences in music are designed to develop students’ appreciation of music as an art form, to 

build the foundation for music literacy, and to understand music as it relates to history, culture, 

and the community. 
 

 

MIDDLE LEVEL INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  
(Grades 7 and 8 or Grades 6, 7, and 8) 

Subject/Course 0442   Levels 6-8             (I MUS ML) 

 

Middle Level Instrumental Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Instrumental 
Music and provides students the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills learned in the 

elementary music curriculum by beginning or continuing to play an instrument. The instrumental 

classes provide instruction in any of the following areas: strings, woodwinds, brass, percussion, 
guitar, and keyboard instruments, including electronic instruments. Ensemble and solo activities 

are designed for students to develop basic elements of musicianship including tone production, 

technical skills, and intonation. Activities include improvising; composing; reading, notating, and 
sight-reading music; listening; analyzing; evaluating; and experiencing historically significant 

styles of literature. Students are given opportunities to participate in performances outside of the 

school day that support and extend the learning in the classroom. 

 
 

MIDDLE LEVEL VOCAL MUSIC 

(Grades 7 and 8 or Grades 6, 7, and 8) 
Subject/Course 0444   Levels 6-8        (V MUS ML) 

 

Vocal Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Choral Music and provides 

students the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills learned in the elementary music 
curriculum by participating in choral ensemble classes. Ensemble classes provide group and 

solo activities and are designed to develop students' musicianship including vocal production, 

technical skills, and intonation. Activities and experiences include improvising and composing 
music; listening to, analyzing, and evaluating music; and performing vocal literature of various 

styles, historical periods, and world cultures. Students also participate in performance 

opportunities outside of the school day that support and extend the learning in the classroom. 
 

 

 

High School Course Titles and Descriptions 
 

Dance Course Titles 

 
 

DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY: 

BALLET, MODERN, JAZZ, OR ETHNIC-FOLK (L) 
4142                                                            (DANCE CHR) 
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Dance Choreography is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Dance. Learning 

activities in choreography are sequential and systematic and allow students to express 
themselves. A wide variety of materials and experiences are used in order to provide students 

with the knowledge, skills, and appreciation of the multi-styled and multicultural dance 

expressions. Choreographic activities provide students opportunities to participate in roles as a 

soloist, a choreographer or leader, and in a subject role. Students also explore a wide variety of 
choreographic philosophies as well as administrative and media skills necessary for the 

promotion and documentation of works to be performed. Students experience and learn to use 

appropriate terminology to describe, analyze, interpret, and critique dance compositions by 
professional individuals or companies. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided defined proficiencies and content 

standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

• A non-licensed dance instructor may be contracted with a licensed Fine Arts teacher 

serving as the teacher of record. 
 

 

DANCE HIGHER LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4144                                                             (DNC H IB) 
 

Dance Higher Level, International Baccalaureate is new to the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme and does not yet have a description from the organization. 
• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 4 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma  
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

DANCE HISTORY AND APPRECIATION 

4140       (DNC HIST) 

 
Dance History and Appreciation is based on the Indiana Standards for Dance. This course 

develops students’ knowledge and appreciation of our multicultural and multi-styled dance 

heritage. Students study the literature, music, media, and movement associated with a variety of 

dance genres including Modern, Ballet, Jazz, Tap, and Ethnic-Folk. Students explore how these 
forms aid in the preservation and perpetuation of movement communication as an art form. 

Activities and experiences are designed to develop students’ ability to recognize the historical 

perspective of dance evolution and styles of dance; study the development of dance and the 
impact of historical periods and dance’s relationship to other art forms; identify prominent 

dancers, dance companies, and social groups which have influenced dance; and  study dance 

interactions with society. Students are given opportunities to experience live and recorded 
dance performances by professional individuals, companies, or social groups that demonstrate 

cultural and historical perspectives of dance.  
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• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

• A non-licensed dance instructor may be contracted with a licensed Fine Arts teacher 

serving as the teacher of record. 
 

 

DANCE PERFORMANCE: 
BALLET, MODERN, JAZZ, OR ETHNIC-FOLK (L) 

4146                                                         (DNC PERF) 

 

Dance Performance is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Dance. Sequential and 
systematic learning experiences are provided in the specific genre offered, whether it is Ballet, 

Modern, Jazz, or Ethnic-Folk. Activities utilize a wide variety of materials and experiences and 

are designed to develop techniques appropriate within the genre, including individual and group 
instruction in performance repertoire and skills. Students develop the ability to express their 

thoughts, perceptions, feelings, and images through movement. The performance class 

provides opportunities for students to experience degrees of physical prowess, technique, 
flexibility, and the study of dance performance as an artistic discipline and as a form of artistic 

communication. Students describe, analyze, interpret, and judge live and recorded dance 

performances of professional dancers and companies in the genre. They also become aware of 

the vocational and avocational opportunities in dance.  
• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided defined proficiencies and content 

standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
• A non-licensed dance instructor may be contracted with a licensed Fine Arts teacher 

serving as the teacher of record. 

 
 

DANCE STANDARD LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4148                                                           (DNC S IB) 

 
Dance Standard Level, International Baccalaureate is new to the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme and does not yet have a description from the organization. 

• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 
• Credits: 2 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma  
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
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Music Course Titles 

 

 

ADVANCED CHORUS (L) 
4188                                                         (ADV CHOR) 

 

Advanced Chorus is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral Music. 
Students taking Advanced Chorus develop musicianship and specific performance skills through 

ensemble and solo singing. This class includes the study of quality repertoire in the diverse 

styles of choral literature appropriate in difficulty and range for the students. Chorus classes 
provide opportunities for performing, creating, and responding to music. Students develop the 

ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of 

the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 

performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 
required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 

extend learning in the classroom. 

• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 
• Recommended Prerequisites: Beginning  and Intermediate Chorus 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

ADVANCED CONCERT BAND (L) 

4170                                                           (ADV BAND) 
 

Advanced Concert Band is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School 

Instrumental Music. This course provides students with a balanced comprehensive study of 
music through the concert band, which develops skills in the psychomotor, cognitive, and 

affective domains. Ensemble and solo activities are designed to develop elements of 

musicianship including tone production, technical skills, intonation, music reading skills, listening 
skills, analyzing music, studying historically significant styles of literature, and integration of 

other applicable disciplines.  

Experiences include improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and sight-reading. Students 

develop the ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. 
Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited 

number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical 

goals. Students are required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school 
day that support and extend learning in the classroom. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Beginning and Intermediate Concert Band 
• Laboratory course 
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• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

ADVANCED ORCHESTRA (L) 

4174                                                        (ADV ORCH) 
 

Advanced Orchestra is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Instrumental 

Music. Students in this ensemble are provided with a balanced comprehensive study of music 

through the orchestra, string and/or full orchestra, which develops skills in the psychomotor, 
cognitive, and affective domains. Ensemble and solo activities are designed to develop and 

refine elements of musicianship including tone production, technical skills, intonation, music 

reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, studying historically significant styles of 
orchestral literature, and integration of other applicable disciplines. Experiences include 

improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and sight-reading. Students develop the ability to 

understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the 
school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 

performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 

required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 

extend learning in the classroom. 
• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Beginning and Intermediate Orchestra 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
APPLIED MUSIC (L) 

4200                                                          (APPL MUS) 

 

Applied Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral or 
Instrumental Music. Applied Music offers high school students the opportunity to receive small 

group or private instruction designed to develop and refine performance skills. A variety of 

music methods and repertoire is utilized to refine students' abilities in performing, creating, and 
responding to music. 

• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indiana Department of Education                   124 August 2008 

State Approved Course Titles & Descriptions 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

BEGINNING CHORUS (L) 

4182                                                            (BEG CHOR) 
 

Beginning Chorus is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral Music. 

Students taking Beginning Chorus develop musicianship and specific performance skills through 

ensemble and solo singing. This class includes the study of quality repertoire in the diverse 
styles of choral literature appropriate in difficulty and range for the students. Chorus classes 

provide opportunities for performing, creating, and responding to music. Students develop the 

ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of 
the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 

performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 

required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 
extend learning in the classroom. 

• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

BEGINNING CONCERT BAND (L) 
4160                                                        (BEG BAND) 

 

Beginning Concert Band is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School 
Instrumental Music. Students taking this course are provided with a balanced comprehensive 

study of music through the concert band, which develops skills in the psychomotor, cognitive, 

and affective domains. Ensemble and solo activities are designed to develop elements of 

musicianship including tone production, technical skills, intonation, music reading skills, listening 
skills, analyzing music, studying historically significant styles of literature, and integration of 

other applicable disciplines. Experiences include improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and 

sight-reading. Students develop the ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in 
performance of music. Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and 

performances. A limited number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily 

rehearsal and musical goals. Students are required to participate in performance opportunities 
outside of the school day that support and extend learning in the classroom. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 
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• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course  
 

 

BEGINNING ORCHESTRA (L) 
4166                                                         (BEG ORCH) 

 

Beginning Orchestra is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Instrumental 

Music. Students in this ensemble are provided with a balanced comprehensive study of music 
through the orchestra, string and/or full orchestra, which develops skills in the psychomotor, 

cognitive, and affective domains. Ensemble and solo activities are designed to develop and 

refine elements of musicianship including tone production, technical skills, intonation, music 
reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, studying historically significant styles of 

orchestral literature, and integration of other applicable disciplines. Experiences include 

improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and sight-reading. Students develop the ability to 
understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the 

school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 

performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 

required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 
extend learning in the classroom. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
CHORAL CHAMBER ENSEMBLE (L) 

4180                                                           (CHRL ENSEM) 

 

Choral Chamber Ensemble is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral 
Music. Student musicianship and specific performance skills in this course are enhanced 

through specialized small group instruction. The activities expand the repertoire of a specific 

genre. Chamber ensemble classes provide instruction in creating, performing, listening to, and 
analyzing music in addition to focusing on specific subject matter. Students develop the ability to 

understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the 

school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 
performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 
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required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 

extend learning in the classroom. 
• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

ELECTRONIC MUSIC (L) 

4202                                                        (ELEC MUS) 
 

Electronic Music is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Music 

Technology. Students taking this course are provided with a wide variety of activities and 
experiences to develop skills in using electronic media and current technology to perform, 

create, and respond to music.  

• Recommended Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, or 12 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE (L) 

4162                                                          (INSTR ENS) 

 
Instrumental Ensemble is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School 

Instrumental Music. Students taking this course are provided with a balanced comprehensive 

study of chamber ensemble and solo literature, which develops skills in the psychomotor, 
cognitive and affective domains. Students develop and refine elements of musicianship 

including tone production, technical skills, intonation, music reading skills, listening skills, 

analyzing music, studying historically significant styles of literature as pertaining to chamber 

ensemble and solo literature, and integration of other applicable disciplines. Experiences 
include improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and sight-reading. Students develop the ability 

to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the 

school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 
performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 

required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 

extend learning in the classroom. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 
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• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

INTERMEDIATE CHORUS (L) 

4186                                                          (INT CHOR) 
 

Intermediate Chorus is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral 

Music. Students taking Intermediate Chorus develop musicianship and specific performance 

skills through ensemble and solo singing. This class includes the study of quality repertoire in 
the diverse styles of choral literature appropriate in difficulty and range for the students. Chorus 

classes provide opportunities for performing, creating, and responding to music. Students 

develop the ability to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. 
Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited 

number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical 

goals. Students are required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school 
day that support and extend learning in the classroom. 

• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Beginning Chorus 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
INTERMEDIATE CONCERT BAND (L) 

4168                                                           (INT BAND) 

 
Intermediate Concert Band is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School 

Instrumental Music. This course includes a balanced comprehensive study of music that 

develops skills in the psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Ensemble and solo 

activities are designed to develop elements of musicianship including tone production, technical 
skills, intonation, music reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, studying historically 

significant styles of literature, and integration of other applicable disciplines. Students study a 

varied repertoire of developmentally appropriate concert band literature and develop the ability 
to understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the 

school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 

performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 
required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 

extend learning in the classroom. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indiana Department of Education                   128 August 2008 

State Approved Course Titles & Descriptions 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Beginning Concert Band 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA (L) 

4172                                                          (INT ORCH) 

 
Intermediate Orchestra is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School 

Instrumental Music. Students in this ensemble are provided with a balanced comprehensive 

study of music through the orchestra, string and/or full orchestra, which develops skills in the 
psychomotor, cognitive, and affective domains. Ensemble and solo activities are designed to 

develop and refine elements of musicianship including tone production, technical skills, 

intonation, music reading skills, listening skills, analyzing music, studying historically significant 
styles of orchestral literature, and integration of other applicable disciplines. Experiences include 

improvising, conducting, playing by ear, and sight-reading. Students develop the ability to 

understand and convey the composer's intent in performance of music. Time outside of the 

school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A limited number of public 
performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are 

required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and 

extend learning in the classroom. 
• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Beginning Orchestra 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE (L) 
4164                                                         (JAZZ ENS) 

 

Jazz Ensemble is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Instrumental 
Music. Students taking this course develop musicianship and specific performance skills 

through group and individual settings for the study and performance of varied styles of 

instrumental jazz. Instruction includes the study of the history, formative, and stylistic elements 
of jazz. Students develop their creative skills through improvisation, composition, arranging, 

performing, listening, and analyzing. A limited amount of time outside of the school day may be 
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scheduled for rehearsals and performances. In addition, a limited number of public 

performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students must 
participate in performance opportunities outside of the school day that support and extend the 

learning in the classroom. Student participants must also be receiving instruction in another 

band or orchestra class offering at the discretion of the director. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for the Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma if students are enrolled in another band or orchestra course 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

MUSIC HIGHER LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4212                                                        (MUS H IB) 
 

Music Higher Level, International Baccalaureate promotes a greater awareness and 

understanding of the power and variety of musical experiences for students who have a general 
interest in music, and also for students who intend to continue their formal study of music at 

university or conservatoire level. The course is based on the curriculum published by the 

International Baccalaureate Organization. It exposes students to a broad spectrum of music, 

ranging from classical and modern western traditions to the music of other regions and 
cultures. The course balances the creative and practical aspects of music with the theoretical or 

academic. Students study musical perception and analysis, enabling them to undertake studies 

of a wide range of musical genres and styles. Students also participate in the creation of music 
through compositions or performance. There are three compulsory parts: musical perception 

and analysis; vocal or instrumental solo performance—one or more recitals; and composition—

three contrasting compositions. Musical perception and analysis is a part of the syllabus 

common to all course options and consists of three elements: study of prescribed works; study 
of musical genres and styles; and musical investigation.  

• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 4 semester course, 1 credit per semester 
• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

MUSIC HISTORY AND APPRECIATION 

4206                                                            (MUS HIST) 
 

Music History and Appreciation is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Music and 

standards for this specific course. Students receive instruction designed to explore music and 
major musical styles and periods through understanding music in relation to both Western and 

Non-Western history and culture. Activities include analyzing and describing music; evaluating 

music and music performances; and understanding relationships between music and the other 
arts, as well as disciplines outside of the arts. 

• Recommended Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, or 12 
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• Credits: a 1 or 2 semester course for 1 credit each semester. The nature of this course 

allows for two successive semesters of instruction, provided that defined standards are 
utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

MUSIC STANDARD LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4214                                                              (MUS S IB) 
 

Music Standard Level, International Baccalaureate promotes a greater awareness and 

understanding of the power and variety of musical experiences for students who have a general 

interest in music, and also for students who intend to continue their formal study of music at 
university or conservatoire level. The course is based on the curriculum published by the 

International Baccalaureate Organization. It exposes students to a broad spectrum of music, 

ranging from classical and modern western traditions to the music of other regions and 
cultures. The course balances the creative and practical aspects of music with the theoretical or 

academic. Students study musical perception and analysis, enabling them to undertake studies 

of a wide range of musical genres and styles. Students also participate in the creation of music 
through compositions or performance. There are three compulsory parts: solo performance 

option for the student who has a background in musical performance, including musical 

perception and analysis; and vocal or instrumental solo performance—one or more recitals; 

group performance option for students with a general interest in music, or for those without prior 
experience, particularly members of ensembles, including musical perception and analysis and 

group performance—two or more public performances; and a composition option for the student 

who has a background in musical composition, including  musical perception and analysis and 
composition—two contrasting compositions. Musical perception and analysis is a part of the 

syllabus common to all course options and consists of three elements: study of prescribed 

works; study of musical genres and styles; and musical investigation.  

• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 
• Credits: 2 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
MUSIC THEORY AND COMPOSITION (L) 

4208                                                        (MUS THEORY) 

 

Music Theory and Composition is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Music and 
standards for this specific course. Students develop skills in the analysis of music and 

theoretical concepts. They develop ear training and dictation skills, compose works that 

illustrate mastered concepts, understand harmonic structures and analysis, understand modes 
and scales, study a wide variety of musical styles, study traditional and nontraditional music 

notation and sound sources as tools for musical composition, and  receive detailed instruction in 

other basic elements of music.  
• Recommended Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 
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• Credits: a 1 or 2 semester course for 1 credit each semester. The nature of this course 

allows for two successive semesters of instruction, provided that defined standards are 
utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

MUSIC THEORY, ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

4210                                                         (MUS TH AP) 
 

Music Theory, Advanced Placement is a course based on the content established by the 

College Board. Music Theory is intended for secondary school students who have completed 

music studies comparable to a first-year college course in music theory. The guidelines for the 
course that are published by The College Board may not match any particular college program, 

but they do reflect the coverage of content and level of skills typical of most first-year college 

courses.  This course should integrate aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, 
musical analysis, elementary composition, and history, and style. The student’s ability to read 

and write musical notation is fundamental to this course, and it is also assumed that the student 

has acquired at least basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument. A comprehensive 
description of this course can be found on the College Board AP Central Course Description 

web page at: 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html 

• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 2 semester course for 1 credit each semester.  

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

PIANO AND ELECTRONIC KEYBOARD (L) 
4204                                                         (PIANO KEY) 

 

Piano and Electronic Keyboard is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School 
Music Technology and Instrumental Music. Students taking this course are offered keyboard 

classes in order to develop music proficiency and musicianship. Students perform with proper 

posture, hand position, fingering, rhythm, and articulation; compose and improvise melodic and 

harmonic material; create and perform simple accompaniments; listen to, analyze, sight-read, 
and study a variety of keyboard literature; study the elements of music as exemplified in a 

variety of styles; and make interpretive decisions.  

• Recommended Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, or 12 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 
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• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

VOCAL JAZZ (L) 

4184                                                          (VOC JAZZ) 
 

Vocal Jazz is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for High School Choral Music. 

Students in this course develop musicianship and specific performance skills through group and 
individual settings for the study and performance of varied styles of vocal jazz. Instruction 

includes the study of the history and formative and stylistic elements of jazz. Students develop 

their creative skills through improvisation, composition, arranging, performing, listening, and 

analyzing. Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. 
A limited number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and 

musical goals. Students are required to participate in performance opportunities outside of the 

school day that support and extend learning in the classroom. 
• Recommended Grade Level:  10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

 

Other Fine Arts Course Titles 
 

 

ADVANCED FINE ARTS, COLLEGE CREDIT 
4260                                                        (ADV ART CC) 

 

Advanced Fine Arts, College Credit is a title covering any advanced course in fine arts (music, 
visual arts, theatre arts, or dance) offered for credit by an accredited postsecondary institution 

through an adjunct agreement with a secondary school or any other postsecondary fine arts 

course offered for dual credit under the provisions of 511 IAC 6-10 

• Credits: a 2 credit course 
• Fulfills requirement of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

FILM HIGHER LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4270                                                        (FILM H IB) 
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Film Higher Level, International Baccalaureate is new to the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme and does not yet have a description from the organization. 

• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 4 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 
as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma  

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

FILM STANDARD LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4272                                                          (FILM S IB) 
 

Film Standard Level, International Baccalaureate is new to the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme and does not yet have a description from the organization. 

• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 
• Credits: 2 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma  
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
 

Theatre Arts Course Titles 

 

ADVANCED ACTING (L) 
4250                                                        (ADV ACTING) 

 

Advanced Acting is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students enrolled in 
Advanced Acting research, create, and perform characters through script analysis, observation, 

collaboration and rehearsal. These activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, 

culture, analysis, response, creative process and integrated studies. Additionally, students 

explore career opportunities in the theatre by attending plays, meeting actors and discussing 
their work, and becoming theatre patrons in their community.  

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Theatre Arts  
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for two 

successive semesters (Advanced Acting I and Advanced Acting II) of instruction at this 
level, provided that defined standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course  

 
 

ADVANCED TECHNICAL THEATRE (L) 

4252                                                        (ADV TECH TH) 
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Advanced Technical Theatre is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students 

enrolled in Advanced Technical Theatre actively lead and supervise in the process of designing, 
building, managing, programming, drafting, and implementing the technical aspects of a 

production. These activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, culture, analysis, 

response, creative process, and integrated studies. Additionally, students investigate technical 

theatre careers then develop a plan for potential employment or further education through 
audition, interview or presentation of a portfolio. Students also attend and critique theatrical 

productions and volunteer to support theatre in their community. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 
• Recommended Prerequisites: Technical Theatre I and II (L) 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for two 
successive semesters (Advanced Technical Theatre I and Advanced Technical Theatre 

II) of instruction at this level, provided that defined standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

ADVANCED THEATRE ARTS (L) 
4240                                                         (ADV THTR) 

 

Advanced Theatre Arts is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students 

enrolled in Advanced Theatre Arts read and analyze plays and apply criteria to make informed 
judgments. They draw on events and experiences to create scripted monologues and scenes, 

create scenic designs for existing plays, and build characters through observation, improvisation 

and script analysis. These activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, culture, 
analysis, response, creative process, and integrated studies. Additionally, students explore 

careers in theatre arts and begin to develop a portfolio of their work. They also attend and 

critique theatre productions and identify ways to support the theatre in their community. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 
• Recommended Prerequisites: Theatre Arts I and II (L) 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for two 
successive semesters (Advanced Theatre Arts I and Advanced Theatre Arts II) of 

instruction at this level, provided that defined standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
  

 

MUSICAL THEATRE 
(see Multidisciplinary Course Titles & Descriptions) 

 

 
TECHNICAL THEATRE (L) 

4244                                                        (TECH THTR) 
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Technical Theatre is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students enrolled 
in Technical Theatre actively engage in the process of designing, building, managing, and 

implementing the technical aspects of a production. These activities should incorporate 

elements of theatre history, culture, analysis, response, creative process, and integrated 

studies. Additionally, students explore career opportunities in the theatre, attend and critique 
theatrical productions, and recognize the responsibilities and the importance of individual 

theatre patrons in their community. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for two 

successive semesters (Technical Theatre I and Technical Theatre II) of instruction at this 
level, provided that defined standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course  

 
 

THEATRE ARTS (L) 

4242                                                        (THTR ARTS) 
 

Theatre Arts is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students enrolled in 

Theatre Arts read and analyze plays, create scripts and theatre pieces, conceive scenic 

designs, and develop acting skills. These activities incorporate elements of theatre history, 
culture, analysis, response, creative process, and integrated studies. Additionally, students 

explore career opportunities in the theatre, attend and critique theatrical productions, and 

recognize the responsibilities and the importance of individual theatre patrons in their 
community. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for two 
successive semesters (Theatre Arts I and Theatre Arts II) of instruction at this level, 

provided that defined standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

THEATRE ARTS HIGHER LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
4262                                                         (THTR H IB) 

 

Theatre Arts Higher Level, International Baccalaureate aims to help students understand the 
nature of the theatre by making it as well as by studying it, and to understand the forms it takes 

in other cultures. It is based on the curriculum published by the International Baccalaureate 

Organization. Students are expected to demonstrate the following knowledge and skills: a 
knowledge of the major developments and techniques in the theatrical history of more than one 

culture; an ability to interpret and illuminate play scripts and other theatrical texts analytically 
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and imaginatively; an understanding of the art of the stage and of the essential nature of 

criticism in the theatre, particularly self-criticism; an ability to perform before an audience, and to 
demonstrate an understanding of, and some skill in, acting techniques; sufficient technical skill 

to produce satisfactory work in at least one of the theatrical arts or crafts; an understanding of 

the processes of theatrical production; and an ability to research imaginatively, selectively and 

with persistence. All students must study five compulsory components: performance skills; world 
theatre studies; practical play analysis; theatre production; and an individual project. 

• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 4 semester course, 1 credit per semester 
• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

THEATRE ARTS HISTORY 

4246                                                       (THTR ART HST) 
 

Theatre Arts History is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students enrolled 

in Theatre Arts History read and discuss significant plays from various periods and explore the 
interrelationship between theatre and history. These activities should incorporate elements of 

culture, analysis, response, creative process, and integrated studies. Additionally, students 

explore career opportunities in the theatre, attend and critique theatrical productions, and 
recognize the responsibilities and the importance of individual theatre patrons in their 

community. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
THEATRE ARTS, SPECIAL TOPICS (L) 

4254                                                        (THTR ART ST) 

 
Theatre Arts, Special Topics is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students 

taking this course focus on a specific subject related to theatre arts, such as: Shakespeare, 

Children’s Theatre, Directing, Arts Management, and other specialized areas of study. These 
activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, culture, analysis, response, creative 

process, and integrated studies. Additionally, students explore career opportunities in the 

theatre, attend and critique theatrical productions, and recognize the responsibilities and the 

importance of individual theatre patrons in their community. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Theatre Arts 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
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• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course  

 
 

THEATRE ARTS STANDARD LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4264                                                          (THTR S IB) 

 
Theatre Arts Standard Level, International Baccalaureate aims to help students understand the 

nature of the theatre by making it as well as by studying it, and to understand the forms it takes 

in other cultures. It is based on the curriculum published by the International Baccalaureate 
Organization.  Students are expected to demonstrate the following knowledge and skills: a 

knowledge of the major developments and techniques in the theatrical history of more than one 

culture; an ability to interpret and illuminate play scripts and other theatrical texts analytically 
and imaginatively; an understanding of the art of the stage and of the essential nature of 

criticism in the theatre, particularly self-criticism; an ability to perform before an audience, and to 

demonstrate an understanding of, and some skill in, acting techniques; sufficient technical skill 

to produce satisfactory work in at least one of the theatrical arts or crafts; an understanding of 
the processes of theatrical production; and an ability to research imaginatively, selectively and 

with persistence. All students must study five compulsory components: performance skills; world 

theatre studies; practical play analysis; theatre production; and an individual project. 
• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 2 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 
as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

THEATRE PRODUCTION (L) 

4248                                                        (THTR PROD) 

 
Theatre Production is based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Theatre. Students enrolled 

in Theatre Production take on responsibilities associated with rehearsing and presenting a fully 

mounted theatre production. They read and analyze plays to prepare for production; conceive 

and realize a design for a production, including set, lighting, sound and costumes; rehearse and 
perform roles in a production; and direct or serve as assistant director for a production. These 

activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, culture, analysis, response, creative 

process, and integrated studies. 
Additionally, students investigate a theatre arts career then develop a plan for potential 

employment or further education through audition, interview, or presentation of a portfolio. 

Students also attend and critique theatrical productions and volunteer to support theatre in their 
community. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for two 
successive semesters (Theatre Production I and Theatre Production II) of instruction at 

this level, provided that defined standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
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Visual Arts Course Titles 

 

ADVANCED ART HISTORY 

4020                                                        (ADV ART HST) 
 

Advanced Art History is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. 

Students in this course engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, 
art criticism, aesthetics, and production. They build on knowledge and skills developed in Art 

History. Students continue to study works of art and artifacts from world cultures, engage in 

historically relevant studio activities; utilize research skills to discover social, political, economic, 
technological, environmental, and historical trends and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, 

and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines 

and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. 

They utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related 
careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Prerequisite: Art History 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

ADVANCED THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART (L) 

4006                                                          (ADV 3D ART) 
 

Advanced Three-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 

Visual Art. Students in this course build on the sequential learning experiences of Introduction 

to Three-Dimensional Art that encompass art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and production 
and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural 

background and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about 

artwork and the nature of art; create three-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, 
and revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; 

and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. They identify ways to utilize and support art 

museums, galleries, studios, and community resources. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L), Introduction to 

Three-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
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ADVANCED TWO-DIMENSIONAL ART (L)  

4004                                                        (ADV 2D ART) 

 

Advanced Two-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 
Visual Art. Students in this course build on the sequential learning experiences of Introduction to 

Two-Dimensional Art that encompass art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and production and 

lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural 
background and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about 

artwork and the nature of art; create two-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, 

and revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; 
and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. They identify ways to utilize and support art 

museums, galleries, studios, and community resources. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 
• Laboratory course 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

ART HISTORY 

4024                                                           (ART HIST) 
 

Art History is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students taking 

Art History engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production. Students study works of art and artifacts from world cultures, 
engage in historically relevant studio activities; utilize research skills to discover social, political, 

economic, technological, environmental, and historical trends and connections; analyze, 

interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art 
to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and 

presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and 

identify art-related careers. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

ART HISTORY, ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
4025                                                          (ART HIST AP) 
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Art History, Advanced Placement is a course based on the content established by the College 

Board. Art History is designed to provide the same benefits to secondary school students as 
those provided by an introductory college course in art history: an understanding and knowledge 

of architecture, sculpture, painting, and other art forms within diverse historical and cultural 

contexts. Students examine major forms of artistic expression from the past and the present 

from a variety of cultures. They learn to look at works of art critically, with intelligence and 
sensitivity, and to analyze what they see. This course incorporates research, extensive reading, 

and analytical writing. A comprehensive description of this course can be found on the College 

Board AP Central Course Description web page at: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Prerequisite: Art History 
• Credits: a 2-semester course for 2 credits 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

CERAMICS (L) 

4040                                                          (CERAMICS) 
 

Ceramics is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

ceramics engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students create 
works of art in clay utilizing the processes of hand building, molds, wheel throwing, slip and 

glaze techniques, and the firing processes. They reflect upon and refine their work; explore 

cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments 
about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for 

integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of 

art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 
• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L), Introduction to 

Three-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
DIGITAL DESIGN (L) 

4082                                                       (DIG DESIGN) 

 
Digital Design is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

digital design engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art 
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criticism, aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. They 

incorporate desktop publishing, multi-media, digitized imagery, computer animation, and web 
design. Students reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; 

analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; 

relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy 

and presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, 
and identify art-related careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

DRAWING (L) 

4060                                                          (DRAWING) 
 

Drawing is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

drawing engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students create 
drawings utilizing processes such as sketching, rendering, contour, gesture, and perspective 

drawing and use a variety of media such as pencil, chalk, pastels, charcoal, and pen and ink. 

They reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, 
interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art 

to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and 

presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and 

identify art-related careers. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
FIBER ARTS (L) 

4046                                                          (FBR ARTS) 

 
Fiber Arts is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in fiber 

arts engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 
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aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students create 

fiber art works utilizing processes such as loom and off-loom construction, dyeing, coiling, and 
stitchery. They reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; 

analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; 

relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy 

and presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, 
and identify art-related careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L), Introduction to 
Three-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

FINE ARTS CONNECTIONS 
4026                                                       (FN ART CONN) 

 

Fine Arts Connections is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art, 

Music, Theatre, and Dance. In this course, students make connections among experiences in 
the four arts disciplines and integrate them in studies of all academic disciplines. They create 

works encompassing multiple disciplines, literacies, and sign systems, reflect upon and refine 

their work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make 
informed judgments about works and the nature of the arts. They incorporate presentational 

skills and utilize the resources of the arts community, identifying related careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: two or more credits in visual art, music, theatre, or dance. 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized.  
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART (L) 

4002                                                          (3D ART) 

 
Introduction to Three-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 

Visual Art. Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that 

encompass art history, art criticism, aesthetics, production, and integrated studies and lead to 
the creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background and 

connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the 
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nature of art; create three-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, and revise their 

work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate 
literacy and presentational skills. They identify ways to utilize and support art museums, 

galleries, studios, and community resources. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO TWO-DIMENSIONAL ART (L)  
4000                                                         (2D ART) 

 

Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for 
Visual Art. Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that 

encompass art history, art criticism, aesthetics, production, and integrated studies and lead to 

the creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background and 
connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the 

nature of art; create two-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, and revise their 

work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate 

literacy and presentational skills. They identify ways to utilize and support art museums, 
galleries, studios, and community resources. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, or 12 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

JEWELRY (L) 

4042                                                             (JWLRY) 
 

Jewelry is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

Jewelry engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students create 
works of jewelry design and fabrication techniques including, sawing, piercing, filing, and 

soldering. They reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; 

analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; 
relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy 

and presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, 

and identify art-related careers. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 
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• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L), Introduction to 

Three-Dimensional Art (L) 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

PAINTING (L) 

4064                                                          (PAINTING) 

 
Painting is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students taking 

painting engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production that lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students create 
abstract and realistic paintings, using a variety of materials such as mixed media, watercolor, 

oil, and acrylics as well as techniques such as stippling, gouache, wash, and impasto. They 

reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, 
theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other 

disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational 

skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-

related careers. 
• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 
• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY (L) 

4062                                                        (PHOTOGRPH) 

 

Photography is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 
photography engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality works, creating 

photographs, films, and videos utilizing a variety of digital tools and dark room processes. They 
reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, 

theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other 

disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational 
skills. Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-

related careers. 
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• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 
• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 
Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 
 

PRINTMAKING (L) 

4066                                                            (PRNTMKG) 

 
Printmaking is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

printmaking engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 

aesthetics, and production that lead to the creation of portfolio quality works. Students apply 
media, techniques, and processes with sufficient skill to communicate intended meaning. They 

create abstract and realistic prints using a variety of materials such as linocut, woodcut, stencil, 

silkscreen, photo silkscreen, and monoprint. They utilize processes such as etching, relief, and 
lithography to explore a variety of ideas and problems. Students reflect upon and refine their 

work; explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make 

informed judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and 

discover opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. 
Students utilize the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related 

careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 
• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
 

 

SCULPTURE (L) 

4044                                                            (SCULPT) 
 

Sculpture is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. Students in 

sculpture engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art history, art criticism, 
aesthetics, and production. Using materials such as plaster, clay, metal, paper, wax, and plastic, 

students create portfolio quality works. Students at this level produce works for their portfolios 

that demonstrate a sincere desire to explore a variety of ideas and problems. They create 
realistic and abstract sculptures utilizing subtractive and additive processes of carving, 

modeling, construction, and assembling. They reflect upon and refine their work; explore cultural 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indiana Department of Education                   146 August 2008 

State Approved Course Titles & Descriptions 

and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about 

artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for 
integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Students utilize the resources of 

art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L), Introduction to 
Three-Dimensional Art (L) 

• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 
semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 

content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 
diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 
  

 

STUDIO ART, ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
 

Studio Art, Advanced Placement is a course based on the content established by the College 

Board. Portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art. AP Studio Art is not based on a written examination; instead, students submit 

portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year. The AP program is a cooperative 

endeavor that helps high school students complete college-level courses and permits colleges 

to evaluate, acknowledge, and encourage that accomplishment through the granting of 
appropriate credit and placement. 

 

STUDIO ART (DRAWING PORTFOLIO), ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
4048          (ART DRP AP) 

 

Studio Art, Advanced Placement – Drawing Portfolio is designed to address a very broad 

interpretation of drawing issues and media.  Light and shade, line quality, rendering of form, 
composition, surface manipulation, and illusion of depth are drawing issues that can be 

addressed through a variety of means, which could include painting, printmaking, mixed media, 

etc.  Abstract, observational, and inventive works may demonstrate drawing competence.  Any 
work that makes use of (appropriate) other artists’ works (including photographs) and/or 

published images must show substantial and significant development beyond duplication. This 

is demonstrated through manipulation of the formal qualities, design, and/or concept of the 
source.  A comprehensive description of this course can be found on the College Board AP 

Central Course Description web page at: 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html 

• Recommended Grade Level: 11 or 12  
• Recommended Prerequisites: Advanced laboratory visual arts courses  

• Credits: a 2-semester course for 2 credits.  

• Fulfills requirement for 2 Fine Arts credits for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma  
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas  

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course  
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STUDIO ART (2D DESIGN PORTFOLIO), ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

4050                (ART 2D AP) 
 

This portfolio is intended to address two-dimensional (2-D) design issues.  Design involves 

purposeful decision making about how to use the elements and principles of art in an integrative 

way. The principles of design articulated through the visual elements help guide artists in 
making decisions about how to organize the elements on a picture plane in order to 

communicate content.  For this portfolio, students are asked to demonstrate proficiency in 2-D 

design through any two-dimensional medium or process, including, but not limited to, graphic 
design, digital imaging, photography, collage, fabric design, weaving, illustration, painting, and 

printmaking.  Any work that makes use of (appropriates) other artists’ works (including 

photographs) and/or published images must show substantial and significant development 
beyond duplication. A comprehensive description of this course can be found on the College 

Board AP Central Course Description web page at: 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html 

• Recommended Grade Level: 11 or 12  
• Recommended Prerequisites: Advanced laboratory 2-D visual arts courses  

• Credits: a 2-semester course for 2 credits.  

• Fulfills requirement for 2 Fine Arts credits for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma  
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas  

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course  
 

 

STUDIO ART (3D DESIGN PORTFOLIO), ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

4052        (ART 3D AP) 
 

This portfolio is intended to address sculptural issues as related to depth and space.  Design 

involves purposeful decision making about how to use the elements and principles of art in an 
integrative way. For this portfolio, students are asked to demonstrate proficiency of 3-D design 

through any three-dimensional approach, including, but not limited to, figurative or nonfigurative 

sculpture, architectural models, metal work, ceramics, and three-dimensional fiber arts. Any 

work that makes use of (appropriates) other artists’ works (including photographs) and/or 
published images must show substantial and significant development beyond duplication. 

A comprehensive description of this course can be found on the College Board AP Central 

Course Description web page at: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/descriptions/index.html 

• Recommended Grade Level: 11 or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Advanced laboratory 3-D visual arts courses 
• Credits: a 2-semester course for 2 credits.  

• Fulfills requirement for 2 Fine Arts credits for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma 

• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
VISUAL ARTS HIGHER LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4090                                                             (VA H IB) 

 
Visual Arts Higher Level, International Baccalaureate provides students with the opportunities to 

make personal, sociocultural and aesthetic experiences meaningful through the production and 
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understanding of art. The course is based on the curriculum published by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization. It exemplifies and encourages an inquiring and integrated 
approach towards visual arts in their various historical and contemporary forms and promotes 

visual and contextual knowledge of art from various cultures. The course enables students to 

learn about themselves and others through individual and collaborative engagement with the 

visual arts. The core elements in common to each course are introduction to art concepts, 
criticism and analysis, acquisition of studio technical and media skills, and relation of art to 

sociocultural and historical contexts. This course is for the specialist visual arts student with 

creative and imaginative abilities, who may pursue the visual arts at university or college level. It 
consists of two compulsory parts: studio work—the practical exploration and artistic production; 

and research workbooks—independent critical research and analysis, visual and written, in 

more than one culture. 
• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 4 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 

as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma 
• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
VISUAL ARTS STANDARD LEVEL, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

4092                                                          (VA S IB) 

 
Visual Arts Standard Level, International Baccalaureate provides students with the opportunities 

to make personal, sociocultural, and aesthetic experiences meaningful through the production 

and understanding of art. The course is based on the curriculum published by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization. It exemplifies and encourages an inquiring and integrated 
approach towards visual arts in their various historical and contemporary forms and promotes 

visual and contextual knowledge of art from various cultures. The course enables students to 

learn about themselves and others through individual and collaborative engagement with the 
visual arts. The core elements in common to each course are introduction to art concepts, 

criticism and analysis, acquisition of studio technical and media skills, and relation of art to 

sociocultural and historical contexts. This course is for the specialist visual arts student with 

creative and imaginative abilities, who may pursue the visual arts at university or college level. It 
consists of two compulsory parts: studio work—the practical exploration and artistic production; 

and research workbooks—independent critical research and analysis, visual and written, in 

more than one culture. 
• Recommended Grade Level: Grades 11 and 12 

• Credits: 2 semester course, 1 credit per semester 

• Fulfills a Fine Arts requirement for the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma or counts 
as a Directed Elective or Elective for any diploma 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

 

 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION (L) 

4086                                                          (VIS COMM) 

 
Visual Communication is a course based on the Indiana Academic Standards for Visual Art. 

Students in visual communication engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass 

art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and production and lead to the creation of portfolio quality 
works. They create print media utilizing graphic design, typography, illustration, and image 

creation with digital tools and computer technology. Students reflect upon and refine their work; 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Indiana Department of Education                   149 August 2008 

State Approved Course Titles & Descriptions 

explore cultural and historical connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed 

judgments about artwork and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover 
opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Students utilize 

the resources of art museums, galleries, and studios, and identify art-related careers. 

• Recommended Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12 

• Recommended Prerequisites: Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art (L) 
• Laboratory course 

• Credits: a 1-semester course for 1 credit. The nature of this course allows for successive 

semesters of instruction at an advanced level provided that defined proficiencies and 
content standards are utilized. 

• Fulfills requirement for 1 of 2 Fine Arts credits for Core 40 with Academic Honors 

diploma 
• Counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, Core 40, Core 40 with 

Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas 

• A Career Academic Sequence or Flex Credit course 

  


